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Welcome to the GCPOMS The Epitaph. The official publication for the Greater 

Cleveland Peace Officers Memorial Society®. 

Hello everyone, I hope you are all well. This past May we honored Cleveland 

Police Detective, James M. Skernivitz E.O.W. 09-03-2020. The service was well 

attended by family, friends and fellow officers from Ohio and Pennsylvania, 

who had been a part of Detective Skernivitz’s career. I want to thank all the 

Survivors who were able to attend and support the Skernivitz family.

I want to thank the Volunteers, Friends, Trustees and Board of Directors of the 

Greater Cleveland Peace Officers Memorial Society for their dedication in 

“Keeping the Promise” to Never Forget our Fallen Heroes and making our 

Police Week, a great event. I want to personally thank Mayor Jackson and the 

City of Cleveland for their continued support by attending and providing the 

stage, chairs, and tables for this special event. Thank you to Cuyahoga County 

Facilities (Dan Paul). Dan and his staff had the park looking great and the 

electricians made sure all lights and sound connections were working 

properly. The above are just a few of the many who were working in the 

background to make sure our Memorial Service is the best in the country. 

The weather was perfect, sunny, and warm. Monica Robins (Channel 3 news) 

sang a beautiful rendition of the United States and Canadian National Anthems. 

Tony Rizzo, ESPN Cleveland/Good Karma Brand radio was honored to be our 

emcee and has confirmed to be our Emcee for next year. Thank you to the 

Cleveland Police Pipes & Drums and friends from NYPD who were able to 

participate and played along with CPD. We missed the presence of our United 

States military and Canadian bands, as they were not able to attend due to 

the COVID-19 travel restrictions. I am looking forward to seeing them at next 

year’s Memorial that will be held on May 20, 2022.

Thank you, Shannon Cecil, and her staff, from Mission BBQ who provided 

lunch to the survivors. Mission BBQ is a strong supporter of First Responders 

and Military causes. 

The Greater Cleveland Peace Officers Memorial Service and Cleveland Inter- 

national Tattoo were the first events to be issued permits to proceed by the 

city of Cleveland. The Covid-19 restrictions for outdoor gathering events had 

been lifted 2 weeks prior. We did have safety protocols in place for all events. 

We are grateful for all who did attend and are looking forward to seeing 

everyone in 2022.

We adapted to the Covid restrictions this year and decided to move forward 

with our Tattoo. We had to make changes due to Pipe bands being unable to 

attend due to travel restrictions. We had an Irish Ceilidh, which is a party with 

music, and dancing. The event was held at the Masonic Hall Cleveland. The 

venue was fabulous. We were entertained by the Cleveland Police Pipes & 

Drums, Brigid’s Cross (Irish Celtic Band), Egan Irish Dancers and the Chardon 

Polka Band. All who attended had a great time singing and dancing.

Plans are already being made for next year’s Memorial. Check out our web 

page GCPOMS.org, www.HonorOurFallen.us or Facebook page for upcoming 

events. Next year’s Memorial Police Week will be May 15th thru 21st, 2022. 

Please save the dates.

Please stay safe and healthy,

Joe Mannion, President

Message from the president 
Joe Mannion | President/Member of the GCPOMS Executive Board / Board of Directors

Serving the Law Enforcement 

Community of the Greater 

Cleveland Area

Cuyahoga

Lorain

Medina
Summit

Geauga

Lake

™
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The Memorial in Downtown Cleveland honors Northern Ohio Peace Officers killed in the line of duty in Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina and 

Northern Summit Counties. This beautiful Memorial located on the corner of West 3rd and Lakeside Avenue (Huntington Park) features dark granite 

pillars inscribed with the names of Fallen Officers.
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You can choose your own personalized message to remember or 
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Badges of Courage: Heroes Among Us
Mary A. Lentz  |  Survivor / Secretary / Member of the GCPOMS Executive Board / Board of Directors / The Epitaph Editor

U.S. Marshals Service Line of Duty 
Deaths from the Northern District of Ohio 
U.S. Deputy Marshal John Luses  |  U.S. Deputy Marshal Hugh Brantly

John Luses (EOW: 9/08/1938) and Hugh J. Bartley (EOW: 6/30/1921) are 

two Deputy U.S. Marshals from the Northern District of Ohio who were killed in 

the line of duty. Deputy Marshal Hugh Bartley was assigned to the Toledo 

Office of the U.S. Marshals Service, and Deputy Marshal John Luses was 

assigned to the Cleveland Office.

Deputy U. S. Marshal John Luses

(EOW: 9/08/1938) was killed in the line of duty 

while transporting a prisoner from Detroit, 

MI to Pittsburgh, PA. The vehicle in which 

Deputy U.S. Marshal Luses and a guard were 

riding was involved in an accident as they were 

nearing their destination. The trailer of a heavy 

truck jack-knifed and swung into the path of 

their auto. Deputy U.S. Marshal Luses died on 

September 9, 1938 in Sewickley Valley, PA. He 

was survived by his wife Mary and his daughter

Maryln Alice Luses Soine, 2 brothers and 6 sisters. His daughter passed away 

on March 10, 2011. Survivors include 2 granddaughters and 2 grandsons: 

Candice L. Soine, John C. Soine, Robin M. Soine, and Phillip C. Soine. 

Deputy U.S. Marshal Bartley (EOW: 6/30/1921) was appointed 

on August 4, 1913 and reassigned on April 1, 1915. His tour 

of duty ended eight years later when he died of internal 

injuries when an automobile in which he was a passenger 

swerved and went off the road in an attempt to avoid another 

car and overturned upon impact in Oregon Township (Ohio). 

The driver had been traveling at a high rate of speed to 

enable Deputy U. S. Marshal Bartley to comply with a court 

order to serve subpoenas immediately following a criminal 

indictment. The defendants were due in court on June 27, 1921. 

Deputy U.S. Marshal Bartley was fatally injured while on his way 

to serve the subpoenas on the defendants and died three days later.  

Deputy U.S. Marshal Hugh (“Hughie”) Bartley, born in 1865, was to have 

retired on July 24, 1921, less than one month later. He had been the Deputy 

Marshal in Charge of the Toledo U.S. Marshal’s Office for 8 years prior to 

his death. He had a reputation for being an efficient and conscientious 

public servant who won praise for the performance of his duties and for 

fair treatment of prisoners.

Deputy Marshal Bartley was survived by his wife and his only son, Robert 

F. Bartley, who was a Toledo Police Officer before becoming any attorney. 

Robert Bartley, a graduate of the University of Toledo was appointed as a 

Police Officer in March 1912 and served 11 years as a Patrol Officer,   

            Sergeant, and Sergeant Detective. He resigned from the Toledo 

               Police Department in 1923 on the day he received his law degree. 

                   He practice law for 36 years in Lucas County and was recognized 

                           as a talented attorney with a flair for writing. Attorney Bartley, 

                             known for his abilities as a wordsmith, authored a 1,184 

                         page novel entitled QUIDNUNC (which means “what and 

                       now”). Attorney Bartley retired from the practice of law in 

                        1955 after 36 years  as an attorney. He was preceded in 

                          death by his wife. They had no children of their own, and 

                            Attorney Bartley passed away in 1975.

John and wife Mary

John and daughter Maryln

SURVIVORS’ CORNER 
Candice Soine  |  Granddaughter of U.S. Deputy Marshal John Luses

Dearest Grandfather,

You are missed to this day. My mother always instilled in us your qualities of warmth, sense of humor 

and honor. They have been an inspiration to all your grandchildren.

Candice  –  Granddaughter

My grandfather was a laudable example of taking what life gives you 

and succeeding. Born 13 December 1881, John Luses (Johann Lusa) 

in the tiny northeastern Polish village of Antosin, he was the eldest of 

nine children born to farmer Johann Lusa and wife Maria. He immigrated 

to America on 25 February 1904 on the ship “Moltke” and landed at 

Ellis Island. He spoke no English when he arrived, but did speak 7 other 

languages, including Polish, German, Lithuanian, Russian and Yiddish. 

In the approximately five years, he lived in New York and New Jersey, 

before moving on to Cleveland, where he managed to learn English and 

lose most of his accent. 

John’s younger brother Gustav immigrated and joined him in New Jersey on the 29th of November 

1907. Together they moved to Cleveland. After arriving in Cleveland, he established himself as a 

General Contractor and Carpenter, and built many homes in the eastern Cleveland suburb of Newburgh. 

One home that still stands today is the duplex he built for his wife, Mary Janda at 3352 East Blvd 

(now Martin Luther King Blvd). His wife Mary and young daughter Maryln continued to reside there 

after his death until the late 1970’s.

The Depression ended my grandfather’s career in real estate, he got a 

job as Superintendent of Street Sweepers (Cleveland); then Trolley car 

Conductor (also in Cleveland) and finally becoming a US Deputy Marshal. 

During his time as a General Contractor, he met my grandmother’s (Mary 

Janda) family. His wife Mary, was born to Bohemian emigrants. She was 

one of 5 daughters. Although she was 18 years younger, they fell in love 

and married in 1919. They had one child, my mother, Maryln, in 1924.

Maryln met her husband Clayton Soine during WWII at the Stage Door 

Canteen in 1945, and they were married 25 February 1946. They then 

moved to northwestern part of Washington State, and we all reside there 

today. They had four children, me, then my fraternal twin siblings, and a 

second brother born in 1959. Clayton passed in 1993 and Maryln in 2011. 

When John died, he was survived by his almost 80-year-old mother Maria, still living in Antosin, Poland. 

She died in 1944 just before the Russian invasion that forced the rest of the family to flee to Hamburg, 

Germany. He was also survived by his wife Mary and daughter Maryln, also his brothers, Gustav (U.S.), 

and Albert (Poland), and his sisters, all living in either Poland or Germany, Anna (Gustav Neff), Karoline 

Lusa, Wilhelmine (Georg Both), Luise (Siegismund Bayer), and Maria (Georg Kausch). He was preceded 

in death by his father, Johann Lusa and his sister Minna Lusa.

My grandmother and mother shaped our view of John. He was well-respected in his community. 

He was a loving husband.
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Heroes Among Us 
The U.S. Marshals Service: Justice, Integrity, Service
Mary A. Lentz  |  Survivor / Secretary / Member of the GCPOMS Executive Board / Board of Directors / The Epitaph Editor

The Elliott Law Enforcement Tradition 
is not One, but Two Distinct Legacies
of service to the safety of Northern Ohio communities. Deputy U.S. Marshal 

John Elliott, U.S. Marshal Peter Elliott’s father, was a Deputy U.S. Marshal 

for 23 years from 1967-1990 in the Northern District of Ohio, where his 

son serves as U.S. Marshal. John inspired Pete to follow in his footsteps 

and was a role model and mentor. One Elliott’s legacy in law enforcement

cannot be told without the other. Both have served 

with distinction, and both highly respected.

Deputy U.S. Marshal John Elliott served in 

the U.S. Navy from 1954-1958, and from 

1958-1967 he served as a Deputy Sheriff 

for Cuyahoga County. He also played the 

bag pipes in the Cleveland Police Pipes and 

Drums and remained a proud member after 

his retirement from the Marshals Service.

Deputy U.S. Marshal John Elliott’s duties 

included, but were definitely not limited to, 

arresting Jane Fonda and Sam Shepard. He began 

the Federal Witness Protection Program in 

Northern Ohio in the early 1970s during 

his assignment to the Organized Crime

Unit of the Marshals Service and also provided security for Federal Judges 

in the Northern District of Ohio Courts.

Deputy U.S. Marshal Elliott played a key role in the Cleveland mob wars 

and safely placed protected witnesses, informants and their families in 

new locations with new identities. This U.S. Marshals Service Program 

continues to this day. Deputy U.S. Marshal Elliott’s investigations brought 

many mob cases to trial. He was also known for his reliability and high 

ethical standards. 

John K. “Pete” Elliott passed away in March 2020. He was a loving husband 

to his wife Clorinda for 57 years, father, grandfather, son, and brother. His 

life, which was rooted in family and God, was filled with love and laughter 

He was a strong support not only to his family, but also to his police family 

and was known as a kind man with a big heart. In memory of Deputy U.S. 

Marshal John K. Elliot, the conference room at the Offices of the U.S. Marshal 

of Northern Ohio in the Federal Court House in Cleveland has been named 

in his honor for his dedicated service to the Northern District in Ohio.

U.S. Marshal Peter Elliott has been the U.S. Marshal 

for the Northern District of Ohio since 2003 following 

unanimous confirmation by the United States Senate. 

He is the longest serving U.S. Marshal in the history of 

Ohio. The Northern District of Ohio covers approximately 

half of the State of Ohio, including 40 counties from 

the Pennsylvania border to Indiana. The Federal Courts 

for the Northern District are located in Cleveland, 

Youngstown, Akron and Toledo. 

As U.S. Marshal, Pete Elliott’s responsibilities include 

leading and directing his staff in the protection and 

security of the United States Courts, management of 

prisoners, execution of Federal Court orders, and all

other law enforcement activities for the Northern District of Ohio. His staff 

of Deputy Marshals have arrest powers anywhere in the United States and 

also travel overseas to return arrestees for federal crimes committed in 

this jurisdiction.

As U.S. Marshal, Pete Elliott has created many new and 

innovative programs to advance the mission of the 

U.S. Marshals Service and to increase collaboration 

among federal, state and local agencies, as well as 

involving the community in making the streets safer. 

Marshal Elliott created the Northern Ohio Violent 

Fugitive Task Force which has arrested over 50,000 

fugitives since the Task Force began in 2003. Marshal 

Elliott created the Task Force in memory of his friend 

Cleveland Police Patrol Officer Wayne A. Leon (End of Watch: 

6/25/2000 because the apprehension of fugitives is a particularly

dangerous aspect of law enforcement. The Task Force is intended to limit 

that danger through collaboration of law enforcement agencies. All members 

of the Task Force have federal arrest powers, including members from all 

law enforcement agencies. The Task Force includes over 125 partner 

agencies and more than 350 law enforcement officers. Marshal Elliott has 

assisted numerous U.S. Marshals Service offices across the U.S. to establish 

Violent Fugitive Task Forces modeled on the Cleveland Task Force.

Marshal Elliott also created the Fugitive Safe Surrender 

Program which consists of law enforcement partners 

and the U.S. Marshals Service of Northern Ohio who 

work in collaboration with the faith-based community 

to encourage fugitives to surrender at a local place of 

worship. This highly successful program has been dup- 

licated across the United States, leading to the peaceful 

surrender of over 70,000 fugitives. The Cold Case Unit, also 

created by Marshal Elliott has tracked down and arrested

U.S. Marshal Peter Elliott, Northern District of Ohio
some of the longest wanted fugitives by the U.S. 

Marshals Service. In 2020, he created the Missing 

Child Unit and the first Fugitive Safe Surrender Hotline, 

the phone version of the Fugitive Safe Surrender 

program. Operation Safety Net focuses on the crime 

of human trafficking.

U.S. Marshal Pete Elliott began his career in law 

enforcement as a local law enforcement officer 

working undercover narcotics operations before 

becoming a Deputy U.S. Marshal for the Northern 

District of Ohio. In 1992, he joined the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms as a Special Agent 

investigating terrorism, firearms, and explosive cases

prior to his appointment as the U.S. Marshal for the Northern District of 

Ohio. He is the recipient of numerous national and local awards for his 

accomplishments and stellar service to law enforcement and the communities 

he serves. His extraordinary leadership and management skills and his

                                 collaborative community involvement with law enforce- 

                                ment agencies have proven to be innovative and 

                              successful ways for the safety and betterment of 

                                 our communities. He uses his management and 

                                leadership skills to hire his staff and assign them to

                                the positions that utilize their particular skills and                                  

                               expertise. The atmosphere of his Office demonstrates 

                             the collaborative cooperation he has fostered among 

                          his staff, and it is evident that they respect his expertise, 

                     abilities and dedication to the mission of the U.S. Marshals Service. 

                Through his establishment of internship opportunities and the  

         encouragement of young people to enter the law enforcement field

      and in particular the U.S. Marshals Service, the challenges and continual 

evolving of law enforcement on a daily basis, Marshal Elliott is expanding 

the pool of future law enforcement officers. 

U.S. Marshal Pete Elliott is well-respected for his intelligence and integrity, 

expansive knowledge of law enforcement, laws, procedure, policy and 

          leadership skills. His respect for his staff and members of law 

     enforcement who serve in collaborative roles with the U.S.       

           Marshals Service is evidenced in the return respect they 

              have for him. Marshall Elliott is well-grounded, a role 

  model and mentor for his staff, and a law enforcement 

   leader whose expertise provides him with the ability to 

   acknowledge social change and the need for law enforce- 

                 ment to meet that change by improving the communities  

              he serves. There is a civil environment of professionalism 

         in his Office, and his staff are cordial and efficient and whole- 

   heartedly dedicated.
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investigating terrorism, firearms, and explosive cases

prior to his appointment as the U.S. Marshal for the Northern District of 

Ohio. He is the recipient of numerous national and local awards for his 

accomplishments and stellar service to law enforcement and the communities 

he serves. His extraordinary leadership and management skills and his

                                 collaborative community involvement with law enforce- 

                                ment agencies have proven to be innovative and 

                              successful ways for the safety and betterment of 

                                 our communities. He uses his management and 

                                leadership skills to hire his staff and assign them to

                                the positions that utilize their particular skills and                                  

                               expertise. The atmosphere of his Office demonstrates 

                             the collaborative cooperation he has fostered among 

                          his staff, and it is evident that they respect his expertise, 

                     abilities and dedication to the mission of the U.S. Marshals Service. 

                Through his establishment of internship opportunities and the  

         encouragement of young people to enter the law enforcement field

      and in particular the U.S. Marshals Service, the challenges and continual 

evolving of law enforcement on a daily basis, Marshal Elliott is expanding 

the pool of future law enforcement officers. 

U.S. Marshal Pete Elliott is well-respected for his intelligence and integrity, 

expansive knowledge of law enforcement, laws, procedure, policy and 

          leadership skills. His respect for his staff and members of law 

     enforcement who serve in collaborative roles with the U.S.       

           Marshals Service is evidenced in the return respect they 

              have for him. Marshall Elliott is well-grounded, a role 

  model and mentor for his staff, and a law enforcement 

   leader whose expertise provides him with the ability to 

   acknowledge social change and the need for law enforce- 

                 ment to meet that change by improving the communities  

              he serves. There is a civil environment of professionalism 

         in his Office, and his staff are cordial and efficient and whole- 

   heartedly dedicated.
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in Memoriam June 30, 1930 – September 28, 1970

Franklin J. Strohl, Deputy 
Lorain County Sheriff’s Office 
EOW June 30, 1930

James Ryan, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW January 8, 1931

John Buettner, Detective 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW August 9, 1932

Harry Rose, Marshal 
Seven Hills Police Department 
September 25, 1932

Herman Pahler, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW March 8, 1933

George Effinger, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW March 20, 1933

Harold Beingesser, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW July 29, 1935

Harry McCue, Detective 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW July 29, 1935

Martin J. Carlin, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW August 3, 1935

William J. Burmeister, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW October 20, 1935

Joseph Ternansky, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW April 1, 1936

Otto Mosholder, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW December 10, 1936

Virgil T. Bayne, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW December 18, 1937

Gerald Bode, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW December 18, 1937

John J. Cleary, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
January 4, 1938

Raymond Griffin, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW May 30, 1938

Robert Wehagen, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
July 8, 1938

Louis Mlakar, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW July 20, 1938

John Luses, Deputy 
U.S. Marshals Service 
EOW September 8, 1938

James Goggin, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW January 13, 1939

Otto Jirecek, Marshal 
Solon Police Department 
EOW March 31, 1939

Clarence Smith, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW June 6, 1939

Otto J. Ziska, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW March 31, 1940

James Goodwin, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW May 4, 1942

Howard B. Taft, Patrolman 
Elyria Police Department 
EOW August 8, 1942

Patrick Ryan, Sergeant 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW January 14, 1944

George Kirk, Patrolman 
Lorain Police Department 
EOW March 30, 1944

Lewis Hauschild, Detective 
East Cleveland Police Department 
EOW September 22, 1945

Clarence Cerell Chance, Patrolman 
Cuyahoga Falls Police Department 
EOW May 30, 1947

Norman Carl Reker, Patrolman 
Cleveland Heights Police Department 
EOW February 21, 1948

Henry L. Walton, Chief 
Fairview Park Police Department 
EOW March 12, 1950

Forney L. Haas, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW December 8, 1951

Earl D. Thomas, Lieutenant 
Gates Mills Police Department 
EOW December 26, 1951

Eugene Stinchcomb, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW May 12, 1952

Joyce Robbin Moore, Lieutenant 
Willoughby Police Department 
EOW March 22, 1955

William Hudec, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW August 30, 1955

Warren Stainbook, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW August 30, 1955

Joseph Haydu, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW May 19, 1956

Garner M. Robertson, Patrolman 
Valley View Police Department 
EOW July 8, 1956

Howard Scott, Deputy 
Geauga County Sheriff’s Department 
EOW August 14, 1956

Nicholas R. Catalano, Patrolman 
Mayfield Heights Police Department 
EOW December 26, 1956

Edmund G. Smith, Patrolman 
Wellington Police Department 
EOW May 4, 1957

Edward G. Lentz, Lieutenant 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW December 9, 1957

Edgar Nagie, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW March 26, 1958

Edward H, Perdian, Captain 
Newburgh Heights Police Department 
EOW September 15, 1960

Martin E. Mrugacz, Detective 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW September 29, 1960

Michael J. George, Deputy 
Lorain County Sheriff’s Office 
EOW January 9, 1961

Arthur W. Guenther, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW December 19, 1961

John P. Palermo, Deputy 
Lorain County Sheriff’s Office 
EOW January 21, 1964

Lester G. Peterman, Chief 
Bentleyville Police Department 
EOW February 10, 1964

William Greller, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW September 18, 1964

Chester Burmeister, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
December 23, 1964

Lummie Sanders, Deputy 
Geauga County Sheriff’s Office 
EOW July 28, 1965

Frank Humr, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW October 29, 1965

John R. Bohl, Chief 
Chardon Police Department 
EOW October 25, 1966

Steve J. Huber, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
May 11, 1967

Brian Kloka, Patrolman 
Broadview Heights Police Department 
EOW August 29, 1967

Leroy Jones, Lieutenant 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW July 23, 1968

Willard J. Wolff, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW July 23, 1968

Louis Golonka, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW July 23, 1968

Roy Buckner, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW November 11, 1968

Kenneth Houser, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW April 2, 1969

John Apanites, Detective 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW April 7, 1969

Joseph Tracz, Patrolman 
Cleveland Police Department 
EOW September 28, 1970

To be continued in the next 
edition of The Epitaph...

We will never forget!

Honor Our Fallen!

Shop Early for the Holidays!
We invite you to shop our online Memorial Mini-Market and select from the many memorial items to help GCPOMS Keep the 

Promise to Never Forget our Fallen Heroes who made the ultimate sacrifice protecting the communities they so valiantly served.

HonorOurFallen.US

“Keeping the Promise to Never Forget our Fallen Heroes” ®

SAVE THE DATE!

 

POLICE WEEK MAY15-21, 2022
 

 
 

  

Celebrated  in  Cleveland  with  the  
37th Annual  Police  Memorial  Commemoration  
Hosted  by  The  Greater  Cleveland  Peace  Officers  Memorial  Society®
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www.gcpoms.org 
  www.policememorialsociety.org
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All photos for the Memorial Parade and Memorial Service are by Cleveland Police Lieutenant Thomas Rauscher and the Crime Scene and Records 
Unit and Detectives with grateful appreciation from the Greater Cleveland Peace Officers Memorial Society and The Epitaph
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GCPOMS® front license plate

GCPOMS® REAR license plate

The GCPOMS® logo front license plate is available for purchase online 
from the Memorial Mini-Market web store (HonorOurFallen.US) and is 
also available at all Tent Sales. The State of Ohio will no longer require
a front license plate matching the back plate beginning July 1, 2020. 
Ohio drivers will only be required to have a back plate issued by the Ohio
BMV.  Please Honor Our Fallen Officers with the purchase of a GCPOMS® 
front plate.

Available to the Public!
To Order Your Plates 

Visit Your Local BMV or
www.BMV.Ohio.Gov

Vehicle GCPOMS 
front plate is available from our Memorial Mini- 

Market on our Web site at GCPOMS.org or HonorOurFallen.us

Annual ❑ Individual Member $25.00 ❑ Annual Business/Organization $100.00

Lifetime ❑ Individual Member $250.00 ❑ Lifetime Business/Organization $1000.00

Gift ❑ $________________________

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Org. / Bus. _____________________________________________ Contact Person ______________________________________________

Street ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________________________________ State _____________ Zip _____________

Phone ______________________________________ Email _________________________________________________________________

❑ If you are interested in becoming a GCPOMS volunteer, please check this block and we will contact you.

Please make your check or money order payable to: 
The Greater Cleveland Peace Officers Memorial Society (GCPOMS)  |  P.O. Box 6207, Cleveland, OH 44101 
216-337-3537  |  info@policememorialsociety.org  |  www.honorourfallen.us

Please remember that The Greater Cleveland Peace Officers Memorial Society (GCPOMS) is a 501(c)(3) organization and 
your donation is tax exempt.

“Honor Our Fallen!” You Can Make a Difference! 
Membership for the Greater Cleveland Peace Officers Memorial Society

Copyright © 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 by the Greater Cleveland Peace Officers Memorial Society. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, copied, transcribed, or otherwise distributed in 
any form, format, or by any means without the prior expressed written permission of the Greater Cleveland Peace Officers Memorial Society, the copyright owner. Greater Cleveland Peace Officers Memorial 
Society, P.O. Box 6207, Cleveland, Ohio 44101 | Greater Cleveland Peace Officers Memorial Society is a non-profit, charitable 501(c)(3) volunteer-based organization. Your donation is tax deductible.
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VOL 4, NO 3  •  October 2021
P.O. Box 6207

Cleveland, OH 44101

Welcome to the GCPOMS The Epitaph. The official publication for the Greater 

Cleveland Peace Officers Memorial Society®. 

Hello everyone, I hope you are all well. This past May we honored Cleveland 

Police Detective, James M. Skernivitz E.O.W. 09-03-2020. The service was well 

attended by family, friends and fellow officers from Ohio and Pennsylvania, 

who had been a part of Detective Skernivitz’s career. I want to thank all the 

Survivors who were able to attend and support the Skernivitz family.

I want to thank the Volunteers, Friends, Trustees and Board of Directors of the 

Greater Cleveland Peace Officers Memorial Society for their dedication in 

“Keeping the Promise” to Never Forget our Fallen Heroes and making our 

Police Week, a great event. I want to personally thank Mayor Jackson and the 

City of Cleveland for their continued support by attending and providing the 

stage, chairs, and tables for this special event. Thank you to Cuyahoga County 

Facilities (Dan Paul). Dan and his staff had the park looking great and the 

electricians made sure all lights and sound connections were working 

properly. The above are just a few of the many who were working in the 

background to make sure our Memorial Service is the best in the country. 

The weather was perfect, sunny, and warm. Monica Robins (Channel 3 news) 

sang a beautiful rendition of the United States and Canadian National Anthems. 

Tony Rizzo, ESPN Cleveland/Good Karma Brand radio was honored to be our 

emcee and has confirmed to be our Emcee for next year. Thank you to the 

Cleveland Police Pipes & Drums and friends from NYPD who were able to 

participate and played along with CPD. We missed the presence of our United 

States military and Canadian bands, as they were not able to attend due to 

the COVID-19 travel restrictions. I am looking forward to seeing them at next 

year’s Memorial that will be held on May 20, 2022.

Thank you, Shannon Cecil, and her staff, from Mission BBQ who provided 

lunch to the survivors. Mission BBQ is a strong supporter of First Responders 

and Military causes. 

The Greater Cleveland Peace Officers Memorial Service and Cleveland Inter- 

national Tattoo were the first events to be issued permits to proceed by the 

city of Cleveland. The Covid-19 restrictions for outdoor gathering events had 

been lifted 2 weeks prior. We did have safety protocols in place for all events. 

We are grateful for all who did attend and are looking forward to seeing 

everyone in 2022.

We adapted to the Covid restrictions this year and decided to move forward 

with our Tattoo. We had to make changes due to Pipe bands being unable to 

attend due to travel restrictions. We had an Irish Ceilidh, which is a party with 

music, and dancing. The event was held at the Masonic Hall Cleveland. The 

venue was fabulous. We were entertained by the Cleveland Police Pipes & 

Drums, Brigid’s Cross (Irish Celtic Band), Egan Irish Dancers and the Chardon 

Polka Band. All who attended had a great time singing and dancing.

Plans are already being made for next year’s Memorial. Check out our web 

page GCPOMS.org, www.HonorOurFallen.us or Facebook page for upcoming 

events. Next year’s Memorial Police Week will be May 15th thru 21st, 2022. 

Please save the dates.

Please stay safe and healthy,

Joe Mannion, President

Message from the president 
Joe Mannion | President/Member of the GCPOMS Executive Board / Board of Directors

Serving the Law Enforcement 

Community of the Greater 

Cleveland Area

Cuyahoga

Lorain

Medina
Summit

Geauga

Lake

™

Greater Cleveland Peace Officers Memorial Commemorative Paver

The Memorial in Downtown Cleveland honors Northern Ohio Peace Officers killed in the line of duty in Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina and 

Northern Summit Counties. This beautiful Memorial located on the corner of West 3rd and Lakeside Avenue (Huntington Park) features dark granite 

pillars inscribed with the names of Fallen Officers.

Purchase a Paver to Show Your Support
You can choose your own personalized message to remember or 

honor a person, or even promote your business or organization. Your 

engraved paver will be on view permanently at the memorial where 

visitors will pay their tributes for generations to come.

Greater Cleveland Peace Officers Memorial Society®

P.O. Box 6207  |  Cleveland, Ohio 44101
(216) 337-3537  |  www.policememorialsociety.org

Paver Sponsor Levels  (tax deductible)

$100 - 6”x 6”
Max 5 lines, 

14 characters / line

$250 - 6”x12”
Max 5 lines 

28 characters / line

$1,000 - 12”x12”
Max 5 lines 

28 characters / line


